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A HISTORY 
| OF 
THE LAST HUNDRED DAY¥S OF 
ENGLISH FREEDOM, 


Ending with the Passing of the Act 
viving the Ministers the Absolute 
Power of Imprisonment. in the month 
of March, 1817, 
ADDRESSED TO 
Me. Jonn Gounsmiru, or HamBie- 


pon, AND Mr. Ricuarp Hinxman, 
or CHILLING, 


WHO WERE 
The Chairman and Seconder at the 
Meeting of the People of Hampsiire, 
on Portsdown- Hill, to Petition for a 
Redress of Grievances, and for a Re- 
form in the Commons House of Par- 
liament. 


LETTER TI. 


ee 


CONTENTS. 


Continuation of the History down to 
the Opening of the Parliament.— | 
Post Seript.— Base Calumnies of 
Mr. Perrny.—Mr. Curwen’s Poor 
Law Project.—Report on Sine- 
cures. 


North Hampstead, Long-Island, 
Juve 13, 1817. 


My Worruy anp Benovep FRIENDS, 


Such, as I described it in my last 
letter, was my Opinion, in the summer 
of 1816, upon the expediency of urg- 
mg on the question of Reform. As 
the autumn approached, those per- 
‘ons who had been before so pressing 
upon the subject, became more and 
More pressing, and they began to 
make an impression upon me. The 
cause was always good; it was, at all 
femes, just for us to demand our rights ; 


never conld be happy till those rights 
were restored ; but, though it be right 
and gust to demand a thing, the expedi- 
ency is also to be taken into view. It 
is at all times gust to endeavour to de- 
stroy an enemy that has landed on the 
shores of our country ;: but the time of 
making the attack upon him may be 
so manifestly ill-calculated to produce 
the desired effect, that such attack may 
almost be criminal. 

Mr. Hinxman will recollect, that, 
as he and [I went from Botley to Ap- 
pleshaw fair, in October last, I stated 
to him all my doubts as to the success 
of the cause of Reform, as long as 
the Boroughmongers should be able to 
raise money enough to pay the Fund- 
holders in full. Yet, such was the 
state of things as to the general distress 
and misery of the nation, that the time, 
in all other respects, seemed to be pro- 
pitious ; and at last, after long deba- 
ting im my mind, determined on yield- 
ing to the pressing request of others, 
and to ¢ry what could be done. And, 
here it will be observed by the Minis- 
ters and by their hirelings, that [ ac- 
knowledge the truth of their charge, in 
and out of Parliament; that we took 
advantage of the distressed state of the 
people. 'l'o be sure we did; and had 
we not a right so to do? Were we 
not justified in this by every principle 
of morality and by every consideration 
of duty ? Was it not our duty to call 
upon the people to demand a Reform, 
wen they were tasting of all the evils 
of a want of Reform; was it ever yet 
deemed unfair to assail an enemy ata 
moment when his affairs at home were 
ina difficult state? Did not the kings 
of Europe first sow the seeds of trou- 
ble in France, and then fall upon the 
Republican Government? We had 
not sown the seeds of trouble, We 








it was at all times clear that the nation 


had brought no evils upon the country. 
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It was the Boroughmongers them- 
selves who had brought all the suffer- 


ings upon the people; and, were we | 


not to take hold of the occasion to call 
upon the people to demand those 
rights, the having been deprived of 
which was the grand cause of all these 
sufferings ? Besides, I had, for twelve 
years, been predicting, that the nation 
would be brought into this state, un- 
less a Reform was adopted: and, 
when this state was actually arrived : 
when ali my predictions were amply 


accomplished, was I to hold my 


tongue? Was], who had always con- 
tended that this great object of Reform 
was the main object to be attained, to 
say no more about it because the mo- 
ment was arrived, when all the evils of 
a want of it were felt? It was no 
further back than the battle of Water- 
loo when I had been abused, insulted, 
scoffed at, for my predictions as to the 
miseries that would arise from the 
Funding System. Particular pains 
were taken by many to insult me by 
anonymous letters. ‘To abuse me in 
the vilest terms. To ask‘me what was 
now become of all my prophecies. And 
when the hour of distress actually had 
arrived, I was to hold my tongue! 
Again it is very notorious, that, during 
the wars against France, and, after- 
wards against America, the most sedu- 
lous and most successful efforts were 
made to deceive the people; to keep 
them in the dark ; to mislead them; 
to render them wholly insensible to 
the voice of truth and of justice. 
And, now, when sad_ experience 
of the effects of those wars came to 
my aid, I was to besilent; I was 
to reject the powerful aid of such 
anally: and was to leave, as far as 
my silence would contribute to that 
effect, the people to ascribe their mise- 
ries to any cause but the frue cause! 
And, all this, into the bargain, to.ac. 
commodate my good friends, the Bo. 
roughmongers, by whom I had myself 
becn persecuted almost to death ! 

So much for their charge of our hav- 
ing taken advantage of the distresses 
of the Country, which charge, in one 





4 





short phrase, is no other than what, 
murderer might bring against his pro, 
secutor, who should produce the eyj, 
dence of surgeons in support of }j: 
case. But, though our cause was just; 
though it was fair to take advantage 
of the state of the country to forward 
that cause ; still there was the consi, 
deration of expediency as to time ; and 
my own opinion was, that the time was 
not come to urge on the question with 
the best chance of success. But, 
pressed very much by those for whose 
opinions I had, and still have, a very 
great respect, I thought it right to de. 
vote a paper or two to the subject; 
and, therefore, as I had no business 
myself at Appleshaw Fair, Mr. Hiyx. 
MAN went thither without me, while | 
remained at Middleton Cottage and 
wrote that Essay, which is entitled, 
‘6 What good would a Reform of Par- 
‘ liament new do?” ‘This was No. 
15, of Volume 31, and is dated at 
Middleton Cottage, 12th of October, 
1816. The succeeding Number, which 
was written from home, was to show, 
‘¢ In what manner a Reform can take 
place, without creating confusion.” 
These two Numbers, though at the 
old price of one shilling and a ha'f. 
penny, produced a very great effect. 
No. 17 was an Address to the Refor- 
mers in general, having for its object 
to enforce what had been before said. 
No. 18, which was dated at Botley on 
the 2d of November, was the First 
Cheap Register, and the history of its 
origin will show what mighty effects 
may spring from causes merely ac- 
cidental. During the Spring aud 
Summer of 1816, there had been 
many acts of violence committed 
upon bakers, butchers, millers, and 
ether dealers in the first necessaries 
of life. Threshing machines had been 
destroyed; mole-ploughs had been 
burnt; mills had been destroyed; 


and, while in the towns, the people, 
in the fury of their hunger, were fall- 
ing upon the shops of Bakers and 
Butchers, they had, in many places 
in the country, laid furious hands om 
the barns and ricks of corn and hay: 
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The fatal result of the disturbances in 
he Isle of Ely was fresh before our 
yes; and it became a subject of deep 
jamentation with me, that every part 
of the people did not clearly see the 
real causes of their misery, and that 
they should be thus induced to commit 
scts of violence upon their innocent 
neighbours and fellow-sufferers. At 
the same time, the hirelings of the 
pressy especially the Times, the Cov- 
ick, and some of the WerekLy 
Papers, were labouring constantly to 
persuade the people, that the dealers 
inthe necessaries of life charged too 
high a price, in which they were aided 
by many of the magistrates; and, of 
course, the remedy for the people was 
tocompel those persons to charge a 
lower price, and, as that could be 
done only by acts of violence, acts of 
violence were committed, and then 
these same writers were the first to cr 

out against rioting, and to call for the 
blood of the rioters! What I have 


| stated here, as to fact, is notorious 


throughout the kingdom, 

Some time in the month of Septem- 
ber, and about two months previous 
tothe epoch of the famous No. 18, I 
was conversing on this subject with a 
neighbour, and, we both agreed, that, 
if the people could but be enabled to 
see the matter in is true light, there 
would be an end to all such acts of 
violence at once, and, of course, to 
the ignominious deaths of fathers and 
sons, and the miseries of wives, chil- 
dren, and parents, produced in the 
end by those acts of violence. My 
heighbour was of opinion, that it was 
iu my power to effect this desirable 
purpose, by writing an Essay upon 
the subject. But, though I had a 
strong desire to do it, I was aware, 
that the high price of the Register, 
though it had not prevented it from 
being more read than any other pub- 
lication, still, it prevented it from 
cing so generally read as would be 
necessary to put the people right upan 
this important subject. Hence came 
the observation from one of us, I for- 
gt which, that if, fer this one time, 
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for this particular purpose, the price 
could be, by some means or other, 
reduced to two-pence, theu the desired 
effect would be produced at once. I 
said, before we parted, that this 
Should be done. But, as it was im- 
possible for me to prove to the people 
what was not the cause of their misery, 
without proving to them what was the 
cause of their misery ; and as it was 
impossible for me to show them the 
real cause of their misery, without 
pointing out the remedy; as the re- 
medy, at last, came to a Reform of 
Parliament: and, as I still feared, 
that the best time was not come for 
urging on this grand question, I 
delayed, from time to time, the ful- 
filment of my promise to my neigh- 
bour, who, on his part, never saw 
me without pressing me hard upon the 
subject; and, on the 2d of Novem- 
ber, I wrote the No. 18, being an 
“ Address to the Journeymen and 
‘© Labourers,” on the aforementioned 
subjects. 

As the topics had long been passing 
through my mind, they came very 
naturally and easily into their place 
upon paper; and, as I most sincerely 
felt the truth and justice of all that I 
wrote, I wrote with as much force 
both of language and argument as [ 
had, in any case, at my command. 

The arrangements had been made 
the week before for the manner and 
price of the publication; and I felt 
quite confident not only of a greag 
sale, but of a very great effect, my 
object, as my Publisher can prove, 
being, upon that occasion not to res 
ceive any profit at all, but merely to 
pay the expenses of printing and pube 
lishing, though I had every reason te 
expect that this Cheap Edition would, 
for that one week at any rate, dimi- 
nish the profits of my regular publi- 
cation, seeing that the contents of 
hoth would be precisely the same. 

This Number was written on Wed- 
nesday, sent off on Wednesday even- 
ing to London and published on the 
Saturday. After the manuscript was 
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“returned ; and, after two days resol- 
ving, and re-resolving, and misgiving, 
I sent off my son John by the night 
coach to prevent the Cheap Edition 
being published fora short time at any 
rate. Bat, on the Sunday morning, in- 
stead of his informing me that he had 
obeyed my orders, he informed me that 
six theusand of the Cheap Edition 
had been sold before his arrival. It 
was too late now to balance; it was 
too late to calculate any longer about 
time.: I had put myself before the 
wind, which I well knew would 
prove too strong to suffer me to stop, 
or to slacken my pace.—It was im- 

ossible now, in this new scene, to 
remain at Botley. _ I went off to 
Londou ina few days, and remained 
there, except when J went into Hamp- 
shire to the Portsdown Meeting, and 
to Winchester to the Meeting there, 
until my final departure for Liver- 
pool; and, of the eventful days of 
my eventful life, these were certainly 
the most eventful. . 

The effects of No. 18, were prodi- 
gious. It occupied the conversations 
of three fourths of all the active men 
in the kingdom. The whole town 
wasin @ buz. The labouring classes 
of the people seemed as if they had 
never heard a word on politics before. 
The effect on their minds was like 
what might be expected to be pro- 
duced on the eyes of one bred up in 
the dark, and brought out, all of a 
sudden, into broad day-light. Every 
body was permitted by me, expressly 
to re-publish this Number; and, in 
town and country, there were, in two 


months, more than fwo hundred thou-. 


sand of this one Number printed and 
sold; and this, too, in spite of all 


the means which the Government, the 


Church, the Military and Naval Half 


Pay, and all the innumerable swarms. 


of Tax-gatherers and Tax-EFaters, 
were able to do to check the circula- 
tion, not forgetting their fast allies, 
the great Manufacturers, Loan-Job- 
bers, and some of the Yeomanry. 
Amongst the striking and énstanta- 
neous effects of this Cheap Register 


was the unlocking of the jaws of th, 
London Press with regard to mean, 
my writings. For nearly five yeqp, 
[ had been unable to extort a wor 
from this press. The hirelings of ¢}, 
Ministry hated me because I exposes 
the acts of the Ministers ; the paper, 
, ‘ 
‘attached to the Whég faction hateg 
|me because I proved that tha, 
| faction was as hostile to the peo. 
ple as the Ministers themselvye:. 
_and the papers which took, as 
object, the same side with myself 
though they could not, if they spoke 
-at all, refrain from approving, chose 
| to say nothing, so that the silence 
| was as complete as if it had bee, 
the result of a direct and most solemp 
convention. ‘There were a few excep. 
tions as tothe Weekly Papers, and one 
as to the Daily Papers; but, these 
were too trifling to amount to much; 
and, nothing short of a degree of in. 
dustry and perseverance, such as | 
possessed, could have kept up a publi- 
cation under such circumstances. There 
were besides, what the French call the 
Chutchutments or the Whisperings, to 
contend with. And it is quite surpris- 
ing how these are managed, and what 
effects they produce in London, and 
thence throughout the kingdom. The 
word starts from Wutrenate. and 
away it goes in every direction. A gen- 
tleman in Berkshire was pointing out 
to a Parson in that county in the sun- 
mer of 1816, something to sead in 
“© Cobbett.”” ** Cobbett!”? said the 
other, ** Does he write now?” The 
crafty Priest knew well enough that | 
did, but it was his business to cause It 
to be believed, that I was become of no 
consequence. 

Upon the appearance, however, of 
No. 18, away went all the Chutchut- 
ments, and all the pretendings of igno- 
rance; and the corrupt part of the 
press, instead of its apparently sworn 
silence, treated the public with volleys 
of lies and execrations against me that 
vever had a parallel in the world. It 
seemed as if the curses of these hire- 
lings had, for years past, been ep! 
without sound, like those of Mans 
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553] AUGUST 
LLe’s Sailors, which having been ut- 
tered during a terrible hard frost, fill- 
ed the air with their erackings when 
the chaw came. No. 18 seemed to have 
, similar effect upon the long suppress- 
ed falsehoods and execrations of Wal- 
ter, Stewart, Perry, and othersin Lon- 
jon; aud the very air was filled with 
ihe sound of their abominable abuse. 
To all this abuse I opposed nothing 
but the consciousness of my integrity. 
At last, however, at the end of two 
nonths, | gave, in No.1 of Volume 
32. entitled ** a New-Year’s Gift to 
George Rose,” an answer to every ca- 
lanny that carried any thing of weight 
init; and, here it was that I experi- 
enced the good effects of long endu- 
rance of calumny ; for the indignation 
of the people aga:nst my base and ma- 
lignant calumniators, and their ap- 
clause of my own conduct and eharac- 
ter were boundless, and these were ex- 
oressed in a way that I never can re- 
member without the deepest sense of 
gratitude. 

Soon after the publication of No. 
18, the first meeting in Spa Field: 
took place, of which 1 shall speak 
more fully, when [ come to treat of 
the “ Plots” that formed the subject 
of the contents of the Green Bag. In 
the mean while the Cheap Register 
went on, and the Government went ou 
with its efforts to check it. At first 
the opinion appears to have been, that 

Iwas to be beaten by the press, sup- 
ported by the government. A set at- 
tack upon me in the Times newspaper 
was distributed at the price of a hal/- 
penny, though the paper must have 
cost apenny. Great numbers of this 
paper, reprinted by Crowes, printer 
of the Tax-papers, and, of course, in 
the employ of the government, were 
‘arried, in the night, to the office 
of the Courter, where a great num- 
ber of PLacanpers were assembled, 
Who, at two o’clock in the morning, 
Were sent out to stick them up, for the 
doing of which they were to be paid 

fifteen guineas. ‘Two of these men, 
having been taken up by the Watcu, 

‘ere taken to the Captain of the 
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Watch, and were by him released up- 
on their informing him that they were 
doing ‘* a government job.’ All this 
i had it in my power to prove before a 
court of Justice, and, I trust, that the 
opportunity of doing this will yet be 
afforded me. 

About this time, which was early in 
December, Mr. Becker, the Under 
Secretary of State to Lord Sidmauih, 
said, in answer to a proposition fur si- 
lencing me in some very atrocious man- 
ner, ** no: he must be wriiten.down.” 
Accordingly, «p sprang all the little 
pamphlets at Norwich, at Romsey, at 
Oxford, and at many other plabes, 
while, in London, there were several, 
one of which could not cost less than 
two thousand guineas in advertising jn 
large and expensive p/acards, which 
were pulled down. or effaced, the hour 
they were put up, and which were res 
placed the next hour, as one wave suc. 
ceeds anotherin the sea. At last, after 
all the other efferts of this kind, came 
‘ Anti-Copsrtt,” published at the 
same identical office which George 
Rose originally set up with the pudlic 
money, and one half of which, as in« 
tended partner of Jonn Heriovr, was 
offered to me on my return io England 
from America, and which [ refused. as: 
stated in the ‘‘ New Year’s Gift to Geox 
Rose.” This ** Anti-Copserr” was 
written ** by a Society of Gentlemen,”. 
amongst whom, I was told, were Can- 
ving, Wm. Girrorp, and SoutHey. 
The expenses attending it could not 
fall short of twenty thousand pounds 
before I left Kngland. Not content 
with advertisements in three hundred 
newspapers; not content with endless 
reams of placards; the managers of 
this concern actually sent out to hun- 
dred thousand circular letters, address- 
ed to persons by name, urging them to 
circulate.this work» amongst all their 
tradesmen, farmers, work people, and 
to giveit their strong recommendation ; 
and this they were told was absolutely 
necessary to prevent. a bloody revolu~ 
tion! 

These efforts of the suborned press 
were, however, allin vain. They did 
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produce effect; but, it was this: 
amongst candid people, even though 
opposed to me as to political views, 
they produced shame at the unwarrant- 
able means that my enemies resorted 
to, and they awakened in the minds of 
many such persons the first dawnings 
of a suspicion that I was, after all, in 
the right. Amongst the mass of the 
people these publications produced in- 
dignation to see so foully treated a 
man, from whose writings they had de-_ 
rived so much information, and whose 
own conduct had been so open and so } 
fair, who had never disguised any 
point of force in the arguments of his 
adversaries, and who had always been 
the first to acknowledge the errors into 
which he himself had, at any time, 
fallen. Amongst all classes, not ex- 
cepting the tax-eaters themselves, these 
atrocious publications, thrust upon the 
public with so much earnestness, ex- 
cited a high opinion of the powers of 
my pen, and a consequent desire to see, 
at any rate, some of its dreaded pro- 
ductions. 

By the beginning of January, or 
thereabouts, the government had dis- 
covered, that it was quite useless to 
carry on any longer this contest with 
the pen. But, though open force ap- 
pears now to have been resolved on, it 
was very hard to make out any pretext 
for employing such force. The ma- 
chinations for the obtaining this pre- 
text I shall speak of by and by, it be- 
ing first necessary to speak of the line 
which the Reformers pursued. And 
here I shall first answer those, who 
thought, that we went too far at once. 
The fact is, that the Boroughmongers 
must, they well knew, refuse all, or 
yield ali. A Reform, to be effectual 
as to any rational purpose, must take 
from them the whole of the power that 
they had usurped. They must cease 
to have the power of filling the seats 
in the Commons’ House, or they must 
still have that power. It was non- 
sense, therefore, to think of any com- 
promise. Such a scheme could only 
amuse the people, and open the way | 
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gers would yield nothing ; or they 
would yield ali; because, they ye; 

well knew, that if they yielded any 
part of their unjust power, they must 
and that too, at no distant day, yield 
all the rest of it; and, the op) 

QUESTION, with regard to their gis. 
posilton, was, whether they would be 
disposed to yield now, in order to pre. 


future day; or whether they would 
positively refuse now, and rely upon 
force, both for the present and the fy. 
ture? As to my own opinion upon 
this question, I expected them to adopt 
the latter course ; 1 expected that they 
would do what they have done ; but, 
as I shall show by and by, it was jast 
and right for me to act as I did, not. 
withstanding this opinion, which I ne. 
ver scrupled to communicate to any 
body. 

As to those who proposed 77iennial 
Parliaments, and who wanted to stop 
at the mere enlargement of some of the 
Boroughs ; they were either excessively 
foolish, or very insincere. Such a 
change would have done no good, ifit 
could have been effected; and, that 
man must have been wholly ignorant 
of the state of the public mind, who 
did not know that the mass of the peo- 
ple, all the whole mass of Petitioners, 
all the whole mass of those who were 
in downright earnest for Reform, 
would have treated with scorn, would 
have considered as the grossest of iu- 
sults, any proposition of this sort. 

There were points of difference 
amongst the Reformers themselves, 4¢ 
Jirst, of greater nicety. ‘The question 
of ballet or no ballot, and the ques 
tion of House-holders only, or all men 
twenty-one years of age. The ballot 
was a matter of little consequence. 
But, the latter was of great conse 
quence in the principle, though it 
would have been of no effect at all, if 
we had come to the practice. When 


the Deputies met in London, I myself 
proposed the restriction to House 
holders, and Major Cantwricut did 
not object ; but, as he knows well, it 





for new delusions. The Boroughmon- 
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vent being compelled to yield at some 
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that Stn Francrs Burpvetr would 
pring in a Bell for a Reform, and be- 
cause 1 knew, that he would not con- 
sent to what ‘is called Universal Suf- 

age. However, finding that the De- 

uties from the country were not only 
decidedly for universal suffrage, but 
that they were prepared with good and 
sund arguments in favour of it, we 
gave Way, as it became us to do. 

Thus, then, all the people, nzne- 
tenths of the active men in the nation, 
were unanimous for a Reform of the 
Parliament upon the fixed principles, 
« That no man ought to betaxed with- 
“ out his own consent ; aud that Par- 
“liaments ought to be annually 
“ chosen.” ‘The arguments in favour 
of the restriction to House-holders 
melted into air before the fact, that 
every Journeyman and labourer paid 
ten pounds a year in taxes out of every 
eighteen pounds that he earned and ex- 
pended. In the presence of a fact 
like this, atl the talk about Houwse- 
holders shrunk into fanciful niceties, 
which were instantly rejected by com- 
mon sense.—And, besides, we had ¢he 
letter and the bill of the late Duxe or 
Ricumonp, the latter recognizing our 
principles, and the former most clearly 
proving them to be -bottomed upon 
reason as well as upon the Constitu- 
tion and laws of England. ‘To stop 
at Hlouse-holders nobody could find 
arguments to support, other than such 
as rested upon the zmpracticability of 
taking an election by Universal Suf- 
frage; and, this impracticability was 
soon found not to exist. 

Those who would confine the votes 
to visible property of any sort, or in 
any degree ; those who would cenfine 
itto House-holders ; neither have an 
principle or any daw for their guide. 
We have both; and to that has been 
Owing the humiliation of the Borough- 
mongers; for, humbled they are in 
exact proportion to the outrages they 
have been compelled to commit in 
order to avoid yielding to the foree of 
reason and of justice. 

As to the carrying of our point ; as 
ta the policy of our proceedings ; is 
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there a man on earth, whose imagi- 


| nation, however whimsical, can invent 


a reason for his believing, or affecting 
to believe, that the Boroughmongers 
would not as soon yield their power of 
seat-filling to all the men of twenty. 
one years of age as to all the House- 
holders? Itis so absurd, so shock. 
ingly absurd, to believe any such thing, 
that no man in his sober senses can bos 
lieve it; and for any man to affect to 
believe that the people have gone foe 
far in praying for Universal Suffrage, 
while he himself professes a wish to 
go as far as House-holders, cannot 
possibly be ascribed to any thing but 
mere whim, or, to a desire to draw 
himself away from the cause altoge- 
ther ; especially when he sees not one 
single petitioner of the same opinion 
with himself! It would be a curious 
thing indeed for a man to ask for a 
Reform, because two millions of men 
have petitioned for it, and, in his plan 
of Reform to shut out the maiz prin- 
ciple of the Petitioners, and to ex- 
clude one half of themselves from any 
benefit to be derived from their own 
prayer! Solomon says fhat there is 
nothing new under the Sun; but, this 
would be something new at any rate ; 
and, it would come, too, directly in 
the teeth of the great principle of the 
law: ‘* That no man'shall be taxed 
‘¢ without his own censent.” 

The line of conduct, therefore, 
which the Reformers pursued, was 
wise as wellas just. They had law 
and reason on their side all the way 
through, and hence they were wnan- 
swerable ; and, besides, as far as ], 
or any other, who might be called a 
leader in the cause, had any thing to 
do, the people would have tt so! ‘They 
had taken the thing into their own 
hands. They no longer looked up to 
Palace Yard, nor to the Guildhall of 
London. They had met all over the 
kingdom; and, they had shown, that 
they wanted no /eaders. In their 
Resolutions, their Petitions, their 
Speeches, they had shown that talent 
was no longer confined to those who 
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sities. Soine of the documents drawn 
up, and some of the speeches deli- 
vered, in Scotland, in Lancashire, iu 
Nottinghamshire, and many _ other 
places, would, if they dared accept of 
the challenge and lay their documents 
and speeches by the side of them, put 
the gentlemen of St. Stephen’s to 
shame, if their fortitude were not too 
powerful to suffer them to experience 
any such feeling. At no former pe- 
riod could the People be said toask for 
a Reform. How many times has Sir 
Francis’ Burpert, in his speeches, 
complained of the silence of the Peo- 
ple of the country! How many times 
has he said, that he saw no hope, till 
the country bestirred itself? At last 
it did bestir itself in good earnest. 
But it was Universal Suffrage for 
which it Stirred, as, indeed, it must 
be; for, who could expect more than 
half the tax-payers to bestir them- 
selves in order sizll to be excluded from 
the right of voting ? 

The People understood very clearly, 
long before the period to which I am 
alluding, what share of the taxes they 
paid; every journeyman and labourer 
clearly understood, that out of 20s. 
for salt, he paid 16s. or 18s. in tax, 
including the additional charge arising 
out of the tax. He understood, that 
his beer was three-fourths tax. He 
understoed, that his candles and soap, 


his tobacco, shoes, sugar, tea, spirits, 


and almost every thing else that he 
bought and used, paid enormous taxes. 
He understood, that out of every 
eighteen pounds of his earnings he paid 
ten pounds in taxes. And, what an 
excellent Reform must that appear to 
him, which was founded upon the prin- 
ciple, ** that xno man ought to be taxed 
¢ wrthout his own consent,’ and which, 
at the same time, excluded him from 
voting, unless, in addition to his being 
taxed, he jossessed the qualification 
given him by a wife and by renting a 
house? 

To make the right of voting depend 
on the possession of property of any 
sort, would not, in some cases, be so 
goed as the present system, which in 


a 
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some cities and towns extends the right 
to free men of certain trades. But 
to extend the right to mere House. 
holders, and to stop there, would jy 
principle, be even more capricious 
and partial than the present system, 
though, I am aware, that it would 
have answered the purpose, in prac. 
tice, if it could have been obtained, 
But, while it was full as objectionable 
to the Boroughmongers as the Univer. 
sal Suffrage, it did not please the Pe. 
titioners, and CANNING very quickly 
availed himself of this circumstance, 
when Sir Francis Burpert talked of 
his House-holder plan. He said, 
** this is full as bad as any other plan; 
*¢ but, at any rate, it is,a plan that 
** nobody petitions for. The noble 
*¢ Lord’s plan, (Lord Cochrane's, 
‘¢ who said he agreed with the peti- 
*¢ tioners,) is really petitioned for. It 
*S is ruin, it is confiscation, it is revo. 
*¢ lution, it is devastation and carnage: 
** Tam aware of all that ; but, at any 
*¢ rate it does come supported by the 
‘¢ prayers of numerous petitioners ; 
*¢ while all the other plans have not 
** one single petitioner in support of 
‘* either of them.” This was very 
flippant and very impudent, but the 
argument against the divers plans, 
other than that of Universal Suffrage, 
was perfectly fair. 

The question, when it came to this 
stage, was not what one man, or 
twenty or thirty men, might thiok 
best; but. what the Pecple thought 
best, and what they were ready to 
support with all their might. It was 
for no man to be judge for a whole 
people. Ne man was bound to act 
contrary to his own opinion; yet it 
may be wise, and just, and public spi- 
rited sometimes to do so; but, no man 
ought, by the opposing of his own 
opinion to that of a whole people, to 
endanger the success of their virtuous 
cause ; especially when it must be ob- 
vious to him, that the following of his 
Own opinion, could, in no sense OF 
degree whatsoever, lessen the opposi- 
tion which would be made to what he 
would have to propose. 
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| was, as I said before, of opinion, 
that the Boroughmongers would yield 
nothing at this time ; but, because this 
was my Opinion, I was not, for that 
reason. to desist. The thing was just 
andright. It was always justifiable to 
endeavour to obtain the Reform; and, 
if{ could have been quite sure, that 
we should fail‘ now, it was justifiable 
to pursne the path that [ pursued ; 
becanse, after we were fairly on fuot, 
to have retreated without coming to 
the onset would have done much more 
mischief to the cause, than a mere sus- 
pension of its complete triumph can 
possibly have done. With several 
gentlemen I reasoned upon the sub- 
ject, thas: ** We can do no harm, ex- 
“cept to a dozen or two of persons, 
“amongst whom [I shall certainly be 
‘one. [am aware, that the Borough- 
“mongers, though we shall drive them 
“tothe wall in argument, will zow be 
“too strong for us, if they resort to 
“force. But then, what follows? 
“ Why, their system will stand before 
“the peoplein its true and undisguised 
“form and character; and that will 
“be accomplishing more than one 
“half our work. I know very well 
“what Gagging Bills are ; andl know 
“how they were smoothed over during 
“the war, when so many means of 
“false alasms existed. But I also 
“know, that if resorted to now, the 
“thing will admit of no smoothing 
“over; it will admit of no disguise ; 
“no palliation; and the people will 
“see clearly, that they can never be 
“ safeagain as long as seats are bought 
“and sold. We shall succeed now, 
“or we shall not. If we succeed, the 
“nation and all its ancient laws and 
‘ establishments are safe. Jf we fail, 
“there must be a system introduced 
“equal to a great Revolution; and, 
“then it is impossible that final suc- 
“cess can be at any great distance. 
“The length of time, however, that 
this new order of things may last is 
A little consequence, it being, in 
“my opinion, far preferable, that the 
; shadow of freedom should be re- 
“ moved, than that the shadow should 
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‘¢ remain after the reality is gone. It 
‘+ is,”? [ used to say, ** the hypocricy 
*¢ of the thing that I most dislike, and 
‘* the effects of which have been the 
“ most fatal tothecountry. The talk 
* about liberty, about personal safety, 
*¢ about free press, about the right of 
‘¢ netition, and the vague idea that the 
“ people have that all these exist: 
‘6 these are the things which have done 
“the mischief. It was the fair face 
‘s and smocth tongue of Celia, and no* 
“the seeing of her paints and oint- 
‘¢ ments, that kept her swain in bond. 
“Sage, We shall at any rate, compel 
‘the Boroughmongers to throw off 
“the mask; and, when that is done, 
‘¢ let them live and carry on their sys- 
‘‘ tem as comfortably as they can.” 

This was the reasoning upon which 
I proceeded, and I could call twenty 
persons to bear testimony to my hav- 
ing used it. And, there the Borough. 
mongers are with all their acts of Par- 
liament about them! They wallow in, 
wealth ; they possess boundless power}; 
but, is there upon the whole earth, a 
man who envies them? Dungeons and 
gibbets are their security. ‘The dread 
of death, or of punishment equal to 
death, levelled against a whole people, 
they have thought recessary to their 
preservation. What a fact this is te 
proclaim to the world! They: have 
proclaimed that it is dangerous to 
them, that the people should read! 
They have resorted to means to pre- 
vent the people from hearing what they 
are doing; aye, to means such as the 
most guilty and timid of individuals 
would scorn to employ. 

I should now proceed to refer to the 
circumstances which occurred at the 
apening of the Parliament, but, seeing 
some things in the London Papers 
which require immediate notice, I shall 
here conclude this Second Letter to 
you, with expressing my most sincere 
regard, and with begging yoa to re. 
member me and my sons most aflec. 
tionately to all the persons of your fa. 
milies. Pray, Mr. HinxmMan, remem- 


ber us to your neighbours about Chil- 
ling and at Posbrooke, and to our 
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good and kind neighbours at Botley, 
when you see them. If you should 
happen to meet ‘* 7he Botley Parson,” 
emphatically so called, pray tell him, 
that I advise him not to emigrate hi- 
ther by any means; for that here the 
farmers do not pay etght shillings ster- 
ling an acre for tythes; that a man 
may have a garden and orchard a thou- 
sand times as large as mine at Botley, 
and gather all the fruit himself, with- 


out sending to any parson to come and | 


take his tenth apple, pear, &c.; and 
that a man, when he has a hen’s nest, or 
a farrow of pigs, is not afraid of a 
Parson coming to pry into his hen- 
house or his pig-stye. Tell him from 
me, if you please, that the Parsons 
here do not profess to be spies of the 
government; and, that a son never 
gets a good fat living in a church on 
the score of the father’s having served 
a Lord at an election. But, tell him, 
too, that the Parsons here, never get 
horse-whipped with impunity to the 
whipper; nor do they truck their pork 
in the sea-ports, for eld clothes, to 
vend to their own domestics at a profit. 
He once undertook to cure the Pau- 
pers of the Parish of the Itch for five 
pounds, another source of profit that 
would fail him here, seeing that, as 
we have no tythes, so we have no 
paupers. 


I am your faithful friend, 
Wa. Cogszerr. 


Post Script, June 14, 1817.—Mr. 
James Perry. J have said enough of 
my calumniators, and the calumnia- 
tors of my motives; but this mean 
and dastardly man must have one 
more blow, which I bestow on him 
because he is the well-known organ of 
the Whigs, that faction which is really 
more Boroughmongering than the Pit- 
tites, and who have been more active 
in procuring the abolition of liberty in 
Kagland.—This man, in a paper of 
Jate date, says, that I, at some dis- 
tance back, was shaping my course for 
America, because my Register had 


fallen so low in England; that, upon 


the publication of the Cheap Register, 
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| (mind the curious phrase!), I changed 
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, 
; 


of which I sold considerable number; 


my mind, and intended to remain at 


| home; but that the Gagging Bills 


having greatly reduced my sale, I again 
resolved to set off to America.—Noy, 
the object of all this is to inculcate 
the notion, that [ have all along been 
actuated purely by motives of a mer. 
cenary nature. However, supposing, 
for a moment, this to be true, this 
man, in his eagerness to calumniate 
forgets, that in saying (which is false) 
that the Gagging Bills had reduced my 
sale, he clearly acknowledges, that, 
if I did lose readers, it was only in 
consequence of those acts of force, 
which no man could resist, and which 
wholly put an end to public liberty. 
He forgets, too, that he himself had, 
on the 18th of April, distinctly said, 
that the Circular of Lord Sidmouth 
was directed against my Cheap Regis. 
ter. And he forgot, while he was 
giving such a detail of my reasons, 


_and of those operations of my mind 


which had finally taken me to North 
America; he forgot, while he was at 
this work, that he himself had told his 
readers, about 12 days before, that | 
was gone to South America. This 
man, in speaking of the Circular of 
Lord S1pmoutH, and in ascribing it to 
a desire to suppress my Cheap Re- 
gister, adds: ** In those publications 
‘¢ WE were not always gently treat- 
‘¢ ed ; but, WE should be dase indeed, 
*¢ if we could see without emotion en- 
‘* croachments on the Constitution, by 
‘ the suppression of writings, even if 
‘those writings should be directed 
‘¢ against OURSELVES.”’—Yes, Mr. 
Perry, yeu would be base indeed, if 
you could see this without emotion ; 
but, let me tell you, Sir, that you 
would not, in this case, be guilty of 
baseness nearly so detestable as that of 
taking an advantage of his compulsory 
flight from the gagging bills, to utter 
the foulest of calumnies against the 
author of those writings. Lord Sip- 
moutu’s Circular is force; it 1s, 4 
you call it, an arbitrary suppressio! 
of my writings; but it is as much less 
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foul than your proceeding, as a high- 


way robber’s act is less foul than that 
of a wretch who endeavours to de- 
stroy by poison the object of his 
hatred. The ground, too, of his 
Lordship’s proceeding is less disho- 
nourable to human nature. He ma. 
nifestly proceeds upon the opinion, 
false or true, that the suppression 
of my writings is necessary to the 
permanency of the system, in the car- 
rying on of which he is a great agent; 
while your motive is that of sheer envy, 
the basest of all the passions that ever 
cursed the human breast; a passion 
which sticks at nothing; which is 
ashamed of no means, however foul ; 
and which, alone, could have led you 
to commit so base an act, and that, 
too, under a conviction, that you 
could do it with tmpunity. Suppose I 
were to say of a man, that he was, at 
once, the most extravagant and most 
sordid wretch alive; that he cribbed 
from every one; took bribes for in- 
serting or suppressing paragraphs, 
while he employed a half year’s plun- 


- der ata time in order to purchase the 


company of some men of title to eat 
his turtle and drink his Burgundy; 
that he, while playing the patriot, had 
always his eye upon a place, which he 
seized hold of with eagerness equal to 
the malice engendered by its loss; 
that he was every morning preaching 
morality, and every evening trading in 
the lowest of debaucheries in the very 
streets; and that, to crown all, while 
he was smirking along the fashionable 
promenades with the airs and self- 
complacency of an Aponis, his squint- 
ing eyes and distorted visage rendered 
him so dreadfully odious, that nothing 
short of a stock of vanity, such as hu- 
man being never possessed before, 
could have emboldened him to go out 
of his house even to take the air for 
the preservation of his life. If I were 
to say this of any man, would it not 
be called base, though warranted to 
the very letter by ¢ruth2 What, 


then, shall we call your calumnies on 
me, which are all bottomed in what 
you know to be false, and which sur- 
pass in malignity any thing here said 
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of this imaginary despicable wretch ¢ 
If you have not been “ gently treated” 
in my publications, it is because I 
thought you, as [I still think you, an 
enemy, and one of the worst enemies, 
of the liberties of the country. Even 
in the very paragraph which I have last 
quoted from your paper, you serve 
the Borough-mongers as far as you 
are able. You call Lord Sipmoutn’s 
CrrcutarR ** an encroachment upon 
the Constitution!’ What Constitu- 
tion was there, pray, after the Secre- 
taries had the absolute power of im- 
prisonment in their hands; after it 
was made death to attempt to seduce 
a soldier from his duty; after the 
magistrates could prevent, at their 


( pleasure, meetings to Petition; after 


they had the licensing of all reading 
places ; and, after it was made trea- 
son, permanent treason, to attempt fo 
over-awe either house of Purlsament ; 
which might mean the use of any 
strong argument tending to produce 
Reform? After all this had taken 
place, what Constitution was there 
remaining? ‘To what, then, are we 
to impute this remark of yours? To 
driveling, or to hypocrisy? ‘Take your 
choice. To convict you of a positive, 
distinct, and wilful falsehood may be 
useless, as you stand convicted of so 
many before; but, it may not be 
amiss to show you, that you are not 
safe from detection, notwithstanding 
my distance fromyou. You say, that 
my Register was at one time so low 
in sale as 750, and that it was pre. 
cisely at this time that I sent out my 
nephew to try the American market. 
Now, I appeal to Mr. Cuement, who 
lives within musket shot of you, and 
whose word is,at least, worth your oath, 
for the fact, that, at that very time, the 
sale was more than 1,600, and yieldeda 
profit of 1,500 pounds a year, or more, 
Thus I charge you in the face of our 
country with a wilful falsehood, in- 
vented by yourself, and published be- 
hind my back for the basest of pur- 
| poses, namely, that of gratifying your 
| personal malice, when you thought 
you were safe from detection. After 
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believe you, be a’ hypocrite, and he. 
who really believes you, be a fool ? 
You acknowledge, that I sold * con- 
* siderable numbers of the Cheap Re- 
** gister,’’ I did, indeed, more in the 
mine months, ending with the month 
of March, 1817, than yon have sold of 
the Moxrnine Cnrronicres during the 
twenty sevcn years that you have 
owned that paper. It was, upon my 
word a very ** constderable number.” 
And yeu as well as Lord Sidmouth 
mav be pleased to bear in mind, tha 
what has been read cannot be wnread 
Neither his mandate nor your malice 
can efict this pupese ; and, unless you 
can effect this, you effect nothing inthe 
end. You and ‘is Lordship may bear iu 
mind, too, that there can be no relaz- 
ation of the present system, as long as 
I live, without again giving a free 
course to my publications; to those 
very publications, which his Lordship 
so much dreads, and whence arises 
that envy which is ready to choak you 
in your own gall. Bat, the Cheap 
Register ** fell off in sale on the pass- 
** ing of the Gagging Bills.” Well! 
and what then? Why, it was a proof, 
that people were afraid if they con- 
tinned to sell it, not that they should 
be prosecuted according to law; but 
that they should be taken, at once, 
and crammed into a dungeon, with ut 
the use of pen, ink, and paper, and 
without a right to see their wives and 
children. A very sufficient reason for 
“the falling off,’ as you call it, 
though you are the first person to in- 
form me cf it; and though I know, 
that, of the Number, which was pub- 
lished after the issuing of Lord Sid- 
mouth's Carcular, TWENTY THOU- 
SAND copies were sold, in Lendon 


ber than was ever sold in any one day 
before ; and four limes as many as 
were sold of Burke's Pamphlet alto- 
gether, except what was bought by the 
Treasury to be dispersed. So that. 
the “ falling off,’ when it comes, wil! 
be proved, at any rate, to have formed 
no part of my reasons for quitting 
Englaud. You and the hirelings of 
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the idea of continuing my weekly pub. 
lication in England. 1 promised my 
readers that they should have a num. 
ber from me in three months from the 
date of my Leave- Taking Address, { 
have kept my word. I have sent them 
three Numbers, and I shall send them 
oue for every week. If the Borough. 
mongers suppress them, I cannot help 
that; but, even this they cannot do 
completely without great trouble, 
They must have more Acts and more 
Mandates ; and after all, I will elude 
their grasp; and, I fairly tell them 
now, as I told them before, that, as 
long as I have life, they shall feel the 
effects of my pen, unless they yield 
their power of disposing of the seats 
in Parliament. Of this they may be 
assured, and, who but such men as you 
will not applaud the steps | have taken 
in order to set them at defiance. 

Mr. Curwen’s Poor Law Pro. 
secT.—This gentleman’s project is, | 
see, in precisely that state that all his 
projects finally come to; to wit: ina 
state of smoke! He and his Commnit- 
tee may sit till Doomsday, but they 
will never do any thing that shall tend 
to diminish that load of taxes, called 
Poor-rates, un\ess they make the Bo- 
roughmongers take off the other taxes 
toan enormous amount, and this the 
latter cannot do without over-setting 
the main prop of their power, the 
Funding System. Mr. Curwen’s plan 
is a Saving Bank plan, than which 
there never was any thing more fool- 
ish in the world. The thing carnes 
absurdity upon the very face of it, and 
epon every individual feature of that 
face. ‘To make present abundance 
provide for future want is reasonable 
‘nough, but it is what men do of them- 
selves if they are of a provident dis- 
position, and, upon the supposed ex- 
s ence of such a disposition, the plan 
proceeds and must proceed. But, to 
nake present want provide against fu- 
‘ure misery, is a scheme that never 
before entered the minds of any men 
upon earth, Either the journeymen 
and labourers have quite cruugh to 
eat, drink, and wear now, or, they 
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suppose that they will not always have 
quite enough; and why pester your- 
self, Mr. Curwen, to induce them to 
lay up money? If the latter, if the 
great mass of Journeymen and La- 
pourers have not now half enough to 
eat, drink, and wear, as is notoriously 
the case, what an absurdity to sup- 
pose, that they will save, out of their 
starvation, the means of preventing 
their future demands upon the parish! 
—A Mr. Owen, of Lenark, has, it 
seems, been before the Committee with 
his schemes, which are nothing short 
of aspecies of Wonkery. This gen- 
tleman is for establishing innumerable 
“ Communities” of paupers! Each is 
to be resident in an enclosure, sume- 
what resembling a Barrack Establish 

ment, only more extensive. TI do not 
clearly understand, whether the Sis- 
terhoods and Brotherhoods are to 
form distinct bodies, like the Nuns 
and Friars, or whether they are to 
mix together promiscuously ; but, I 
perceive, that they are all to be un- 
der a very regular discipline; and 
that wonderful peace, happiness, and 
national benefit, are to be the re- 
sult! How the little matters of 
black eyes, bloody noses, and pulling 
of caps, are to be settled, I do not ex- 
actly see; nor is it explicitly stated, 
whether the Novices, when once they 
become Confirmed, are to regard their 
character of pauper as indelible, though 
this is a point of great importance. 
Mr. Owen’s scheme has, at any rate, 
the recommendation of perfect novelty ; 
for of such a thing as a Community of 
paupers, I believe no human being 
ever before heard. Mr. Owen has 
provided an hospital and a chapel for 
each of his Communities; 1 wonder 
that he, who appears to have foreseen 
every other want, should have for- 
gotten a mad-house.—The formation 
of so many convents for paupers, with 
all their kitchens and ‘* dormitories,” 
and other innumerable buildings, and 
With all the seeds, cattle, implements, 
household goods, &c. would require a 
sum of money, the amount of which 
Would have staggered a man whose 
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mon mould. But, this is nothing with 
Mr. Owen, wio says, it may be dor- 
rowed of individuals, or of the Sink/ng 
Fund!— Adieu, Mr. Owen of Le- 
NAKK.—Mr. Curwen’s ideas are of a 
more sublime cast. He hears the peo- 
ple cry for food, and, in turning about 
him for the means of satisfying their 
hunger, he fixes his eyes, at once, upon 
the Sic A! ** Thus,” exclaims be, in 
an eloquent rapture, * might eighteen 
*¢ millions of acres of sea, without avy 
‘: cultivation, be called upon to yield 
**an abundance of the finest fish in 
* Europe, for our genera) sustenance, 
* our natural food as islanders !’?— 
In the Thanksgiving which was in- 
stituted for the escape of the Prince 
Regent, last winter, there was a sup= 
plication to God to * still the mad- 
ness” of the Parliamentary Reformers, 
the readers of my Two-penny Regis- 
ter. It had been more creditable to 
have relied upon this supplication, un- 
aided by Gagging Bills. Bat, is there 
not more need of some such supplica- 
tion to produce stzliness in these mad 
projectors? ‘* Our natural food as 
‘6 islanders’? What, then, the ** Roast 
‘© Beef of Old England” no longer 
appertains to us; and we are trans- 
formed into Seals. Fish is, at last, 
our natural food; and we have an 
immense domain, which yields it with- 
out cultivation, {f it were not a shame 
to waste one’s time in exposing the 
thoughtlessness, the childishness, of 
such notions as these, we might ask 
Mr. Curwen, whether he thinks, that 
he is the first discoverer of this im- 
mensetract of sea; whether he thinks, 
that, if fish could be obtained advan- 
tageously as a general food, it would 
not have been so obtained long ago; 
whether he has forgotten the memora- 
ble projects for feeding the nation 
upon Scotch Herrings and Cornish 
Pilchards, and whether the present 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (who 
commenced his career as a placeman, 
in the capacity of a Commissioner of 
Scotch Herrings,) never told him, that 
the Herriugs were not eaten, and that 
the Pilchards were used to manure the 
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ly taxed in order to pay a bounty for 
catching them; whether he does not 
know, that the fishing trade is now so 
poor a thing, as to be supported by a 
bounty, paid out of the taxes, amount- 
ing to more than @ hundred thousand 
pounds a year. We might ask him 
all these things, and we might ask him 
besides, how it happens, that the cause 
of the national distress has been so 
very completely and so very suddenly 
changed? Last year, the misery was 


‘ascribed to the ‘* surplus produce :” 


this year to a “* surplus population.” 
Last year food was too plenty: this 
yeur food is foo scarce. Last year the 
profound as well as humane CAstLe- 
REAGH congratulated that body of 
which he is a most worthy member, 
that wheat was rising in price, and he 
asked, in a triumphant tone, where 
would be the distress if wheat rose to 
80 shillings aquarter? ‘This year this 
profound Statesman assists in putting 
into the mouth of the Prince, the ex- 
pression of a hope that the price of 
food will soon fall, and makes him 
ascribe the distress to the high price, 
and net to the low price, as in the 
case of the last year. Last year the 
distress and the sufferings of the poor, 
the desertion of their parishes by the 
farmers, the bands of poor prowling 
about the country, the want of em- 
ployment for them, and the monstrous 
augmentation of the Poor-rates were 
ascribed by the Honourable House, 
without a dissenting voice, to the low 
price of farm produce ; and this year, 
when all these symptoms of wretched- 
ness have increased in a three-fold de- 
gree, that same Honourable House, 
with a similar unanimity, and with 
equal profundity, ascribe the increase 
of these evils to the high price of farm 
produce. The year before last, in the 
face of the Petitions of the People, 
and with troops actually drawn up 
round the House, a Bill was passed to 
keep up the price of corn, Last year 
the distresses of the country were as- 
cribed to the not having passed that 
Bill sooner: this year those same dis- 
tresses, together with their prodigious 
increase, are ascribed to the high price 


| of corn.—After this, would it be pre. 
sumption in the most illiterate and 
most feeble-minded man alive to ex. 
press his dissent from the opinions of 
any of those persons, or from the una. 


gether? Thetruth of the matter js 
this: the whole nation knows now 
the real cause of the misery. The 
mass of the people cannot be any 
longer deceived. The most igno- 
rant amongst the politicians are those 
who have wilfully and obstinately 
shut theireyes. There are many men, 
in both houses of Parliament, who 
know that méne is the true doctrine, 
but who have not the courage to be 
candid. I have discussed all‘ the points 
so often; I have so frequently varied 
the views of the several questions; 
[ have so carefully collected in my 
progress every detached ramification 
of the several subjects; I have un. 
ravelled with such painful perseve. 
rance all the intricacies of these most 
intricate matters of inquiry ; I have, 
at last, made the matter so clear to 


nation, not only well understands 
what are the causes of its distress, but 
what are the remedies, and the only 
efficacious remedies to be applied. This 
fact is known to those two Houses ; 
and, think now, my Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, would it have been more hu- 
miliating to your pride, if you had 
(years ago even) adopted my docs 
trines, and prevented the existence of 
the grounds of that fear which has, at 
last, driven fou to such acts of des- 
peration? Would you have more rea- 
son to be ashamed of having adopted 
salutary measures, though all the 
world might have called them mine, 
than you have to be of those measures 
which have driven me from my coun- 
try? Whatever way you may answer 
these questions, in this dilemma you 
must still remain: either you must 
keep my country in its present state, 
or I must be restored to that situation, 
from which to exclude me has been 
one of the great objects of your efforts, 
and of the efforts of your hireling 
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to Mr. Curwen’s project; he does 
not see, or he effects not to see, any 
thing at all of the cause of the evil, of 
which he complains, and to remove 
which he is, I dare say, very anxious, 
seeing that he pays, perhaps, a thou- 
sand pounds a year in Poor-Rates. 
the Poor-Laws, have existed three 
hundred years, or thereabouts, They 
were never regarded as an evél till 
after the first American War, by 
which the nation was plunged deep 
into debts and Taxes. In the reign 
of Charles the Second, they amounted 
to only 250,000 pounds ayear. Be- 
fore the late wars against France, 
they amounted to 2,200,000 pounds 
a year. . At the end of the first war 
against France, they amounted to 
5,300,000 pounds a year. Last year, 
or, rather, the year before, they 
amounted to 8,000,000 pounds a 
year; and now they may probably 
amount to 12,000,000 of pounds a 
year. But, indeed, there is now no 
rule to go by. Subscriptions, gifts, 
grants of money, applications of other 
funds: all these have been added, and 
still starvation raves throughout the 
land. And, how should it be other- 
wise, when those who labour, and 
who never can have any saving worth 
speaking of, are obliged to surrender 
in taxes more than half of what they 
earn. I have often proved this fact. 
Indeed, if you look at the taxes on 
beer, soap, candles, tobacco, tea, salt, 
leather, &c.; if you look at the 
amount of these taxes, you will see 
how large a portion of the whole of 
the revenue comes out of the earnings 
of the Labouring People. There are 
men to say: “‘oh, no! this is all a 
mistake!” A mistake is it? And how 
80? If Joun Joxt pays four shillings 
for Bariey, and four shillings for Zax 
on a hushel of.malt; and twopence 
for Beer, and fourpence for malt tax, 
beer tax, and license tax on a pot of 
beer; if he pays for these two arti- 
cles 4s, 2d. and 4s. 4d. for tax, is he 
not just 4s. 4d. the poorer for the 
taxes on these articles? ‘*QOh, no! 
“It is his master, farmer Betcu, who 
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‘¢ gets his money from farmer Bricu.” 
Indeed? why then, it is farmer Bercu 
who pays Squire LicksPITTLeEs’ taxes 
too; for the ’squire, who is Belch’s 
landlord, gets his money from Belch 
as well as John does. ‘* Aye, but 
“then the ’squire gives Belch some- 
‘thing for his money: he gives him 
‘the use of his land.” And does not 
John give Belch something too for 


‘his money? Does not John give him 


the use of his limbs and hishead? And, 
are not these somcthing; and are not 
these John’s own private property, 
as much, to all intents and purposes, 
as Lickspittle’s land is his own pri- 
vate property? This is enough to 
show the fallacy of all reasoning and 
I defy Mr. Mattnus, with all his 
scholars, to remove the conviction 
which at once flashes upon the mind 
out of this short exposition. Let us 
hear no more, then, of the insolent 
pretensions of what is called property. 
A man has a property in his writings ; 
he has a property in his znventions ; 
and what are these but his labour 2 
for, he has not only a property in what 
he has published or made, but also in 
what he is going to publish or to make, 
And, Tutt, in his famous book on 
agriculture, very justly observes, if 
a man has not a property in his 
labour, he must bea real slave, 
and his body cannot be said to be 
his own. Whatever taxes, there- 
fore, are paid upon the things, con- 
sumed by the Labouring classes, is 
so much taken out of their earnings 
and carried away for the use of others; 
and, in proportion as these taxes 
are great or small in amount, must 
be the state of the labouring classes 
of the people. If the government 
would but try the experime. t in your 
two parishes, and send you ten or fif- 
teen pounds a man to give back to 
your labourers at the end of each 
year, you would soon see Hametrpon 
and ‘Tircnrretp without a_ single 
pauper. A much better way would 
be not to collect the taxes in so great 
an amount by seven eighths, or there- 
abouts; and then your men would 
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millions sterling a year to the tax- 
gatherers, for their trouble in collect- 
ing taxes, and which sum exceeds the 
amount of the whole of the gross 
revenue of the country, only a huu- 
dred years ago! These are the causes 
of theincrease of the paupersand the 
Poor-rates; and, with these causes 
of the evil before his eyes, Mr. Cur- 
WEN’s remedy is, making the Poor, 
that is to say, all the Labouring peo- 
ple, put into a Saving Fund a portion 
of what the tax-gatherer leaves them 
to exist upon. But; and here we 
come round to the old point of the 
circle; if he proposes to take off 
taxes, he must show how the Fund. 
holders are to be paid and how the 
army is to be maintained ; and, as he 
dares not face this grand question, be 
resorts to his projects, and finds out 
that we have a ** surplus population” 
at the very moment that the parlia- 
ment is taxing Bachelors because they 
are not married, and while Mr. Mat- 
THUs is roaring from his niche, that 
the salvation of the country depends 
upon checking the disposition to early 
marriages! ‘** Well,” says Jowna- 
THAN, ** these are wonderful men in 
“ the Old Countries: what can be 
‘6 the matter of them?’’ I will tell 


_you, JonATHAN, what is the matter 


of them. ‘They are stuck fast in the 
mud. There is but one way to get 
out; and to take that course they are 
afraid. That is the matter of them, 
and there let them stick. 

Report or tHe Finance Com. 
MITTEE ON THE ABOLITION OF SINE- 
cures. This curious document I will 
notice in my next Post Script, and, if 
I do not strip it naked, there never 
was a Local Militia man stripped 
naked in the [sle of Ely. Ah! they 
thought the Cat was gone for ever 
when they put outthisReport! They 
were deceived. I stood at the hole 
looking for it, and it shall have that 
degree of attention, to which it is so 
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well entitled. But in the mean whil. 
if any thing good were to come oy 
of this report, to whom will that good 
be ascribed? Not tothe Minister. 
for why did they delay it so long: 
Not to the Whigs; for they neve, 
once meved upon the subject. No; 
to the Parliament ; for they have never 
done any thing,- when they alway; 
had it in their power. To the Peopje 
themselves, then, the thing will pe 
due; that is to say the Petitioners for 
Reform ; for no other man, or body 
of men, ever urged this demand home 
before. I shall show what has been 
done, and what és really intendsd at 
bottom; but if any good could arise 
from this report (which I deny how. 
ever) the People would have them- 
selves to thank for it, and nobody 
else. Yet, there will be enough seltish 
men, who skulked from the Petitions, 
who will applaud ¢his step. They 
are stapid enough to think, and_ base 
enough to hope, that we shall get the 
burdens removed from them, without 
obtaining our own just rights. Cun- 
ning as this class of men are, they are 
not cunning enough to see far into the 


Chapter of Events. W.C. 


é. 





Number Fifteen, Saturday, July 12, con- 
tains a Letter to the People of England, Scet- 
land, and Ireland. 

Number Sixteen, Saturday, July 19, con- 
tainsa Letter to Lord Viscount Sidmouth on 
his Circular to the Lords Lieutenant, dated on 
the 27th of March, 1817; and on divers other 
matter relating to the Situation and the Con- 
trivances of the Boroughmongers. 

Number Seventeen, Saturday, July 26, con- 
tains Letter I. of the History of the Last 
Hundred Days of English Freedom, endin 
with the Passing of the Absolute-Power-o!- 
Imprisonment Act, in the Month of March, 
1817. Addressed to Mr. John Goldsmith, of 
Hambledon, and Mr. Richard Hinxman, ot 
Chilling, who were the Chairman and Se- 
conder at the Meeting of the People of Hamp- 
shire on Portsdown Hill, in the Month of 
February 1817; to Petition for a Redress ‘of 
Grievances, and for a Reform in the Commons 
House of Parliament. 

Next Week “Tre Granp Exposure.” 





In the 17th line, second column of the first 
page of last Number, for holdforth, read exhibi! 
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